In particular nuclear cardiology has become a specific "region of interest" for this issue of the Journal. It is therefore not coincidental that this issue appears just before the Third International Conference ofNuclear Cardiology , to be held in Florence, April 6-9, 1997. The third conference is a logical sequence to the very successful preceding meetings in Cannes 1993 (ICNC-1), and 1995 (ICNC-2), illustrating the importance ofnuclear cardiology among other noninvasive imaging modalities. Almost 700 abstracts will be presented and more than 1500 people are expected to attend the meeting. It is therefore not surprising that this article is followed by two Editorial Comments written by experts in the field (Cox, Schwaiger). Also the article by Muntinga et ale on diastolic function assessed by conventional radionuclide angiography is very worthwhile reading and has been commented by Pillay.
Ofcourse the other articles also deserve the keen interest of the reader, and we hope you will enjoy reading this issue.
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